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Registered Charity :1160930 

 June to August 2026 

Artwork by Walter Knauer, in the sanctuary 

of the United Methodist  Erlöserkirche 

(Saviour’s Church) in Chemnitz, Germany 

https://emk-mittelsachsen.de/unsere-gemeinden/
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The Circuit Newsletter exists to build up fellowship across the Stamford 
Methodist Circuit. Items for inclusion in the Circuit Newsletter should be:  
Inspiring, encouraging of faith and discipleship to promote the growth of church    
relationships within the Circuit. 
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Newsletter  by Friday 7th August 2026 to Email: admin2322@gmail.com   
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Dear friends,                                                                                               Superintendent’s Letter 

 

Fifty-five years ago, the American singer-songwriter David Gates wrote a song which became a 

top ten hit for his group Bread. The song’s opening line – If a picture paints a thousand words, 

then why can’t I paint you? – was inspired by an older adage: A picture paints a thousand words. 

 

That our Methodist Church tradition is very word-focussed shouldn’t surprise us.    After all, 

John Wesley was renowned for preaching, and his brother, Charles, for writing the words of 

thousands of hymns. Until relatively recently there was a high degree of suspicion of artwork 

and imagery in Methodist chapels. (However, from Sunday School days I remember large scrolls 

of brown-edged curled-up posters of Victorian depictions of Bible stories hanging on the     

schoolroom coat pegs!). The suspicion of artwork and imagery has now, thankfully, abated. 

Many Methodist chapels now have projection systems installed. These enable images to be 

shared in worship and on other occasions. 

 

At this year’s Circuit Easter Offering Dedication service, held at Stamford Methodist Church, we 

experienced problems with the projection. We were eventually able to project the words of the 

hymns, but unable to share an image which I had agreed to reflect on during the worship. I did 

my best to describe the image in words, but this was a poor substitute for seeing the picture      

itself. That’s why I’ve asked for it to be reproduced as the cover image for this newsletter. 

 

Walter Knauer’s artwork, created for the United Methodist Church in Chemnitz, consists of a 

large wooden cross rising from behind the altar and stretching up to the ceiling of the church.    

Behind the cross is a simple yet profound artistic depiction of Jesus making his way to his        

crucifixion. 

 

Werner Knauer. a committed Christian and active member of the United Methodist Church, was 

banned from the official state association of fine arts in the German Democratic Republic. This 

made it almost impossible for him to get work and provide a living for his family. However,    

Walter’s pastor found a way for him to be employed by the UMC in East Germany., during 

which time he produced this artwork for the Erlöserkirche. 

 

During the thirteen years that Barry Sloan served as Minister of the Erlöserkirche he stood        

beneath this artwork to preach the word of God on many occasions. However, it was only when 

he returned to the church as a visitor, and sat in a pew, that he saw the image from a different 

perspective. He realised that God was speaking to him much more powerfully than through 

words. 

 

I encourage you to spend some time with the image on the front page of this newsletter. What do 

you see in it? What message might this image have for you? Does it comfort and/or challenge 

you? What is weighing Jesus down and causing him to fall? Or is it that Jesus is rising from the 

ground and lifting the weight of his cross, and therefore bearing your burden? 

 

Let the image ‘speak’ to you. There are no right or wrong responses! Just let the picture paint the 

words which God has for you, reminding you of his amazing love in Jesus. 

 

Andrew 
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90th Anniversary Celebration– 22nd March 2026 - 90 and not out! 
 Oakham Methodist Church salutes 8: 

  
On 22nd March, after the morning service, the church gathered to celebrate 8 church     
family members who have reached or will reach 90 this year, with a lovely cake to        
compliment snacks and drinks. 
  
No less than four retired ministers – Richard Baggott, Barry Gent, Brian Lewis and Ken 
Forrest (now in care in Edinburgh).   And also, Pam Bottom – quite recently come to     
Oakham from Wisbech.  Philip Boswell (now in Market Harborough, (but with us on 
22nd) Neville Favell, currently our organist for Easy Access services and Edward Wilks – 
putting his feet up a bit after four years of being a Steward alongside his wife Angela. 
  
Revd Andrew Hollins had already reminded the congregation during the service that ‘the 
righteous shall still bear fruit in old age’ (Ps 92 v14) and he continued with a celebratory 
mini speech to which Richard very eloquently responded on behalf of the group. 
  
We all agreed we were blessed to have such a bunch…and they are quite young compared 
with our three other nonagenarians, or our oldest member Mabel who is 102! 
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Warm Welcome Campaign service at St Paul’s Cathedral 
 
Uppingham Church has run a Warm Space in our building since October 2022 when, as a 
response to the cost-of-living crisis, the Warm Welcome Campaign began. Initially the aim 
was simple: to provide a place where people could go to keep warm. It quickly became so 
much more as people came for the warmth but they stayed for the welcome. 
 
On 22nd April this year I had the pleasure and honour of attending a service at St Paul’s  
Cathedral in celebration of Warm Spaces. Although it was a very windy day, St Paul’s 
looked beautiful shining in the sun. Hundreds of supporters of the Warm Welcome         
Campaign including volunteers, leaders and fund-raisers gathered for a wonderful service to 
thank the people who run Warm Spaces up and down the country.  
 
Moving testimony was given by a volunteer from London, who spoke of his experience 
building confidence by working in the kitchen of his local ‘Hub’. He had struggled with all 
aspects of life in the past. Now, after three years, he is working, volunteering and was able 
to say “I feel closer than ever before to flourishing in a world that once felt too severe.” 
 
The Methodist Church was represented by Jude Levermore who read prayers. 
A positive and encouraging sermon was delivered by the Very Revd Karen Rooms, the 
Dean of Leicester Cathedral, which earlier this year became the 6,000th registered Warm 
Welcome Space. 
It was so good to be able to share stories with others who run Warm Spaces. I chatted before 
the service with two lovely women from the Isle of Sheppey in Kent, and at the service with 
someone who worked at the Salvation Army church and event centre in London’s Oxford 
Street. 
 
The photo is of the service as published on the Warm Welcome Spaces website. If you look 
carefully, you can see the back of me right in the middle! 
 
Jean Suff 
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METHODIST WOMEN IN BRITAIN 2026 
SWANWICK 

 
 
Sally, Anne and Beth 
 
This was our first time at Methodist Women in Britain. When it was mentioned in 
church, we were sitting together and all 3 of us looked at each other and said óletôs 
do it!ô 
What a great decision! 
 
It was a really informative and faith-filled weekend.  From the moment we arrived 
and registered we were made to feel welcome and there was a talk especially for 
us Swanwick first-timers! Olive was our wonderful Conference "hostess with the 
mostest" and kept us all in line. 
 
The overall theme of the weekend was "Where power meets purpose: small acts 
that change the world". Carolyn Godfrey, the keynote speaker, was captivating to 
listen to. She encouraged us by reminding us that we can all do small acts of      
kindness to support and love others, including listening to people in distress and 
providing vulnerable people with a safe space in which to be. Carolyn inspired us 
by highlighting the importance of social justice and inclusion for all, not forgetting 
the quiet voices. She quoted Psalm 23 and said that we may not have all the       
answers but we have the Lord our Shepherd, and that is enough. She reminded us 
that we need to bring more intention to our acts and challenged us with this      
question:  
If the smallest action you took this week became the biggest story of someone 
else's week, how would you choose to act next? 
 
We had a fun afternoon playing "The Solar Panel Challenge", based around     
Dragon's Den! We were split into groups and told that we were all being given the 
same 5 things: blank luggage tags, yellow rubber ducks, a packet of wildflower 
seeds, some tea bags and some wooden clothes pegs. We had to come up with a 
creative and light-filled plan to use these items to help someone in our village, and 
then a representative of each group had to present their group's idea to the      
Dragons. Although we didn't win, we enjoyed the creative process of brainstorming 
together to come up with a project that, with the help of the local community, would 
support tired new mums - by doing some clothes washing & drying for them, getting 
grandparents involved in river-based activities & flower planting with the children, 
and providing a space for tea and chat. 
 
A highlight was the MWIB worship disco on the Friday night, complete with glitter 
ball and Olive and Rev Jenny (Pathmarajah), wearing glittery outfits, who danced 
the night away, inspiring us to join them! 
 
 

 
                        Continued... 
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Leaving a Gift to the Methodist Church 
 

Many people find comfort in knowing that their faith and values can continue to make a difference 
for generations to come. Leaving a gift in your Will is a thoughtful way to support the ongoing 
mission of the Methodist Church of Great Britain — helping to sustain worship, outreach and   
community life both locally and more widely. 
 
We understand that your first responsibility is always to your loved ones, but after providing for 
family and friends, even a small legacy gift can make a lasting impact. It can help ensure that our 
churches remain places of welcome, care and hope for years ahead. 
Please speak to your local Minister before drafting a will if you are thinking about leaving a        
bequest/legacy to the Methodist Church.  
 
If it is then something you might like to consider, you can find clear and helpful guidance on the 
Methodist website, including the different ways to leave a gift and how to go about it: 
 
 https://www.tmcp.org.uk/money/model-trusts/bequests/resources/guidenotes/gn-leaving-a-bequest 

METHODIST WOMEN IN BRITAIN 2026 
SWANWICK 

 
We were also given the chance to participate in some workshops. Sally chose 
"Loving through a Broken Heart - a review of life for Palestinians in the occupied 
territories including Bethlehem, East Jerusalem, Hebron and Nablus." It was       
particularly poignant for her as her late grandmother was Lebanese. Cathy Taylor 
from "Gifts of Grace" enlightened us further on the current situation for Palestinian 
Christians and those working for justice and peace in the Occupied Territories - 
from her own experience and her contacts in the West Bank (from whom she 
sources gifts created by Palestinians to sell on their behalf). At the end we prayed 
together and asked God to bless each person seeking to bring justice, peace and 
reconciliation in this troubled part of the world. 
 
Jenny's Sunday morning Bible study on the story of Samson & Delilah, viewed from 
a woman's perspective, was empassioned and thought provoking.  
 
This is just a snapshot of the weekend and there were many other interesting 
presentations and workshops too. To top it all off, we each had our own             
comfortable bedroom and the quality of the meals provided was very good. All in all 
a great weekend! 
 
********************************************************************************************** 

https://www.tmcp.org.uk/money/model-trusts/bequests/resources/guidenotes/gn-leaving-a-bequest
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The Stamford Circuit Diary 
Date Time Event Venue 

  Monthly  

Every Tuesday  8.30/45am Circuit Staff Team Meeting 
Via Zoom or in     

person 

  JUNE 2026  

Tuesday 2nd  1pm 
Creating Safer Space                            

Safeguarding Training 
Oakham MC 

Saturday 6th 6pm Sunflowers Ukrainian Choir Concert Stamford MC 

Sunday 7th  2-4.30pm Ketton Green Festival (see page 24) Hall Close, Ketton 

Sunday 7th 5.30pm Circuit Service (see page 25) Ketton MC 

Tuesday 9th 10.30am Bible Month Week 1 Discussion Via Zoom 

Tuesday 9th 7pm Circuit Leadership Team Meeting Ryhall MC 

Thursday 11th 7.30pm Bible Month Week 1 Discussion Via Zoom 

Tuesday 16th 10.30am Bible Month Week 2 Discussion Via Zoom 

Tuesday 16th 7.30pm Circuit Meeting Empingham MC 

Thursday 18th 7.30pm Bible Month Week 2 Discussion Via Zoom 

Tuesday 23rd 10.30am Bible Month Week 3 Discussion Via Zoom 

Thursday 25th 7.30pm Bible Month Week 3 Discussion Via Zoom 

Thursday 25th –
Wednesday          

1st July 
 Methodist Conference 

Telford Conference 
Centre 

Monday 29th  
Deadline for submission of Preaching 

Plan Information  
 

Tuesday 30th  Bible Month Week 4 Discussion Via Zoom 

  JULY 2026  

Thursday 2nd 10am 
Circuit meeting of Church Safeguarding 

Officers Meeting 
Ryhall 

 7.30pm Bible Month Week 4 Discussion Via Zoom 

Tuesday 7th 4.30pm Circuit Leadership Team Meeting Stamford MC 

Saturday 11th  2pm Circuit Local Preachers Tea Empingham MC 

  AUGUST 2026  

Saturday 8th 9.30am 
Creating Safer Space                            

Safeguarding Training 
Thurlby 
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  SEPTEMBER 2026  

Thursday 3rd 7.30pm 
Local Preachers and Worship Leaders 
Meeting with Annual rededication and 

Holy Communion 
TBA 

Sunday 6th 6pm Circuit Service Deepings MC 

Thursday 10th 7.30pm Circuit Meeting Stamford MC 

Saturday 19th  Northampton Methodist District Synod  

The Stamford Circuit Diary 

Date Time Event Venue 

Wednesday Fellowship AGM  

2pm on 3rd June  

at Stamford Methodist Church  

Led by Rev. Andrew Hollis 
 

Please do let Nadine know if you would like to come along or                                                           
if there is anyone else who might be interested  

 
This is a very different event with the theme 'Celebrate the Journey'. A reflection of life 

through poetry, photos, music, art and more. The idea is no matter how difficult life may be, 
we need to find time to be grateful and celebrate the journey. 
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7th June 14th June 21st June 28th June 5th July 12th July 19th July 

Ordinary 10 
BM week 1 

Ordinary 11 
BM week 2 

Ordinary 12 
BM week 3 

Ordinary 13 
BM week 4 

Ordinary 14 Ordinary 15 Ordinary 16 

Prayers 
Eco Church 

Ryhall     
MC 

Ketton        
MC 

Methodist 
Conference 

Thurlby    
MC 

Oakham    
MC 

Bourne    
MC 

Bourne 10.30am 
Gent                

HC/BM1 
Wright          
BM2 

Connellan         
BM3 

Local     
Worship 

BM4 
P. Jones 

Pocock             
HC 

Love 

  5.30pm    
Circuit 

@ Ketton 
            

Deepings 10.30am 
Law       
BM1 

Local     
Worship 

BM2 

Collins               
BM3 

Hollins         
HC/BM4 

Wright Cappitt 
Booker          

HC 

  5.30pm     
Circuit 

@ Ketton 

3.45pm          
Wright 
TTC 

6pm 
 DMG 

    
3.45pm TTC          

Local     
Worship 

6pm           
DMG 

Empingham 10.45am Wright              
BM1 

  
Pursehouse 
 Café BM2 

Booker HC/
BM3 

Fytche            
BM4 

  
Wright    

HC/Cafe 

  5.30pm    
Circuit 

@ Ketton 

4pm                
P. Jones 

TTC 
      

4pm Wright         
TTC 

  

Ketton 6.00pm 5.30pm       
Booker        
Circuit 

Cameron     
BM1 

Holliins                
HC/BM2 

Wright         
BM3 

Ruzvidzo                
BM4/T 

Local      
Worship 

Hollins 

Oakham 10.45am Collins    
BM1 

Ruzvidzo         
T/BM2 

Hollins                 
HC/BM3 

Gent      
BM4 

Coke-Woods P. Jones 
Hollins          

HC 

3pm 
5.30pm    
Circuit 

@ Ketton 

3pm         
Hollins 
EAW 

      
3pm Local 
Worship  

EAW 
 

Ryhall 10.30am 
Roberts   

BM1 
Pocock       
BM2 

Wright                 
HC/BM3 

Local    
Worship 

Café/BM4 
Connellan 

Gent                  
HC 

  

  5.30pm     
Circuit 

@ Ketton 
          

3pm Wright   
OA 

Stamford 
10.30am 

Hollins             
HC/BM1 

Hensman     
BM2 

M. Jones                
A/BM3 

Atwell-
King BM4 

Cockburn                  
HC 

Hollins B 
Local    

Worship A 

6.00pm 5.30pm    
Circuit 

@ Ketton 
            

Thurlby 10.30am 
Coke-Woods 

BM1 

Local    
Worship 

BM2 

Cappitt               
BM3 

Wright           
HC/BM4 

Bailey Law 
Cockburn 

HC 

  5.30pm    
Circuit  @ 

Ketton 
            

Uppingham 10.45am C/J Allen 
BM1 

Hollins 
 HC/BM2 

Love                  
BM3 

P. Jones     
BM4 

Hollins Cafe 
Wright 

 HC 
Local     

Worship 

  5.30pm    
Circuit 

@ Ketton 
            

Sunday 
Prayers 

online 

10.30am 
Staff Team       

BM1 
Pursehouse 

BM2 
Hollins              
BM3 

Wright         
BM4 

Cockburn P. Jones Atwell-King 
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26th July 2nd August 9th August 16th August 23rd August 30th August 

Ordinary 17 Ordinary 18 Ordinary 19 Ordinary 20 Ordinary 21 Ordinary 22 

  

Prayers 
Uppingham 

MC 
Empingham 

MC 
Stamford    

MC 

Northampton 
Methodist   

District 

Online      
Worship 

Deepings        
MC 

Bourne 10.30am Wright           
CA 

Local Worship Cameron 
Hollins             

HC 
Fytche Cappitt 

  

            

Deepings 10.30am 
Cameron 

Local        
Worship 

Coke-Woods 
HC 

Wright P. Jones Atwell-King 

  
      

6pm           
DMG 

    

Empingham 10.45am 
  

Ruzvidzo         
T 

P. Jones     
Cafe 

Local Worship 
Wright        

HC/Cafe 
Cameron 

  3pm           
Local Worship 

Fellowship 
          

Ketton 6.00pm 
Wright          

HC 
Hollins 

Local        
Worship 

Hollins             
HC 

Pursehouse Gent 

Oakham 10.45am 
Local Worship  Connellan Law 

Booker             
HC 

Hollins M. Jones 

3pm     
3pm  Hollins        

EAW/HC 
      

Ryhall 10.30am 
Conellan 

Wright       
Holiday Club 

J/C Allen Fytche 
Local         

Worship Cafe 
Cockburn         

HC 

  
            

Stamford 
10.30am 

Collins           
A* 

Hollins       
A*/HC 

Pursehouse    
A* 

Local Worship 
A* 

Bailey                
A* 

C/J Allen           
A* 

6.00pm 
            

Thurlby 10.30am 
Hensman 

Local         
Worship 

Pocock         
HC 

Atwell-King Cameron Wright 

  
            

Uppingham 10.45am 
Atwell-King Sworn 

Hollins          
HC 

Cappitt Local Worship Hensman 

  
            

Sunday 
Prayers 

online 

10.30am 

Wright P Jones Hensman Hollins Law Cockburn 

REFERENCES 
A = All Age Worship   A*= No Junior  Church, Children possibly in Worship   B= Baptism   Café = Café Church                 
CA = Church Anniversary   CT = Churches Together   EAW = Easy Access Worship   GCM = General Church Meeting   
HC = Holy Communion   OA = Open Air   T = Transport may be required (Church Stewards to please check with preacher)    
TTC = Tea-Time Church    U = United Service 
Local Worship is intended to be planned, prepared and led using the gifts of local church members.  
(Church Stewards are responsible for coordinating these arrangements)  
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Sunday 7th June 

Genesis 12:1-9 

Psalm 33:1-12 

Romans 4:13-25 

Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26 

Sunday 26th July 

Genesis 29:15-28 

Psalm 105:1-11, 45b 

Or Psalm 128 

Romans 8:26-39 

Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

Sunday 14th June 

Genesis 18:1-15 (21:1-7) 

Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 

Romans 5:1-8 

Matthew 9:35ñ10:8 (9-23) 

Sunday  2nd August 

Genesis 32:22-31 

Psalm 17:1-7, 15 

Romans 9:1-5 

Matthew 14:13-21 

Sunday 21st June 

Genesis 21:8-21 

Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17 

Romans 6:1b-11 

Matthew 10:24-39 

Sunday  9th August 

Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28 

Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b 

Romans 10:5-15 

Matthew 14:22-33 

Sunday  28th June 

Genesis 22:1-14 

Psalm 13 

Romans 6:12-23 

Matthew 10:40-42 

Sunday 16th August 

Genesis 45:1-15 

Psalm 133 

Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 

Matthew 15:(10-20) 21-28 

Sunday 5th July 

Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67 

Psalm 45:10-17  

or Canticle: Song of Solomon 2:8-13 

Romans 7:15-25a 

Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

Sunday 23rd August 

Exodus 1:8-2:10 

Psalm 124 

Romans 12:1-8 

Mstthew 16:13-20 

Sunday 12th July 

Genesis 25:19-34 

Psalm 119:105-112 

Romans 8:1-11 

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

Sunday 30th August 

Exodus 3:1-15 

Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45c 

Romans 12:9-21 

Matthew 16:21-28 

Sunday 19th July 

Genesis 28:10-19a 

Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24 

Romans 8:12-25 

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
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Dear Friend 

I hope this email finds you well. 

As you may know, I currently serve as Co-Chair for Methodist Women in Britain 
(MWiB). It is a role that has been both deeply rewarding and strategically vital as we 
continue to champion social justice, community engagement, and women’s empowerment 
across the UK. 

To ensure the continued growth and process maturity of our organisation, we are currently 
looking to recruit passionate, skilled or willing to learn individuals for several key        
leadership positions. We are seeking: 

§ Chair / Vice Chair 

§ Lead Trustee for People and Volunteers 

§ Lead Trustee for Events 

§ Lead Trustee for Governance Administration 

We are looking for women who can bring both heart and professional expertise to these 
roles, helping us drive our mission forward with excellence and integrity. 

How you can help: I am reaching out to you because of your broad network and            
discernment. I would be incredibly grateful if you could identify and share this                
opportunity with any individuals you feel may be suited for, and interested in, these roles. 

For more information and a Full Recruitment Pack for the Chair / Vice Chair role please 
contact governance.mwib@gmail.com  

or the Northampton District Office office@northamptonmethodistdistrict.co.uk 

 

Please note that the recruitment packs for the Lead Trustee roles (People and Volunteer, 
Events, and Governance Administration) will follow shortly. However, if you know of 
someone who would be an excellent fit for any of those specific areas, please do let me 
know or encourage them to reach out for an initial conversation. 

Thank you for your ongoing support of MWiB and for helping us find the right leaders to 
steer our organization into its next chapter. 

With every blessing, 

  

Olive Ruvimbo Ruzvidzo 

Co-Chair, Methodist Women in Britain (MWiB)  

07480845024  

mailto:governance.mwib@gmail.com
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Stamford Circuit Farm Away Day 

How we were blessed!  With a perfect day, a wonderful venue, generous hosts, and         
time – time to talk, to make, to be, to eat, to laugh and dance and sing praises to God.        
Yes – it was the Circuit Farm Away Day!  It was a day for sharing in the wonder of creation 
(swooping swallows, a hovering buzzard, a 3-week old calf, wild flowers, a tiny emerald 
green beetle), for sharing in friendship and fellowship, resting and learning.  A day in which 
to rejoice and give thanks to our Creator God. 

 

Huge thanks are due – to the Renner Family for their 
hospitality, to George for his informative farm walks, 
and not least to the many volunteers who cleaned, set 
up and cleared away, provided transport and            
supervised crafting activities – making butterflies,   
sun-catchers and stained glass ‘windows’, communal 
art work,  a farm treasure hunt and quiz, worship,      
all-day music, food and endless drinks, as well as the 
inspirational steering group who planned and worked 
for  months to make the day a success. 

The day ended with a BBQ provided by Logan 
and Clare from Empingham and a Barn Dance 
with music by Don MacGarrigel and friends. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Will we do it again?  Well, we have to wait and see, but it will be great to receive feed-back 

– how was it for you? – and to hear your stories over the coming weeks and months.         
Do let us know on audreyh@phonecoop.coop or in person to any of the team. 

mailto:audreyh@phonecoop.coop
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Ryhall 
The warmth of the sun's embrace, 

the gentle breeze swept in by incoming tide, 
the rhythm of seasons,  

of new birth,  
death and recreation. 

All these speak so clearly of your love,  
your power  

and your beauty.  
All are expressions of your creativity,  

and more importantly of yourself. 
As an artist might share his personality  

within each brushstroke,  
so within the myriad colours of a butterfly's wing  

you share the exuberance of your love.  
Amen 

 
Loving God, we thank you for the gift of community. We pray that you would bless the     
village of Ryhall and help us to build strong and supportive relationships with one another. 
Help us to be mindful of the needs of others, to offer support when it is needed, and to      
create spaces where everyone feels welcome and valued. May our church and community be 
a place of peace, hope, and love. Amen  

 
Stamford 
Loving God, we ask that you will guide and equip us as we face the future challenges for 
our church in Stamford. Help us to pray continuously and listen as to the way You would 
have us go. Help us to put our trust in You. 

We pray for all of our church family who are ill, bereaved or troubled, asking Your healing 
on each one. 

We pray for our involvement in Bible Month, that You will open our eyes to new              
perspectives as we study and hear the words from Philippians.  

Thank you Lord for our church family and for the love we share with You and each other.   
 

Thurlby 

Dear Lord, we ask for your help in the troubled areas of the world at the moment, Ukraine, 
Iran, Israel and Lebanon.  May there be peace, an end to the suffering for the people, that 
the leaders will resolve their differences.  We pray for your guidance. Amen 
 

Uppingham 
We have completed some repairs on the building which includes new flooring in both the 
vestry area and the Wesley room - which is used by many different groups. It all looks 
amazing and will be so much easier to clean. 
Please pray for us as we all are getting older and our lives are changing. We hope we have 
become wiser with age despite having to go a little slower, 
Pray for those of us with health problems, 
May we have the peace of God to show us what our future plans should be.  
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Bourne 
We pray for our world and all the different conflicts that are taking place, Lord help to bring 
peace and stability both here and abroad. 
We pray for the forthcoming activities in our own church, the strawberry tea and chapel     
anniversary, may they promote fellowship amongst our community. 
We pray for all youngsters sitting exams, STATS, GCSES or A-Levels.   
We pray for Andrew and his mother, for Bekkie and all those who lead our worship. 
 
Deepings 
Prayers for growth and influence of Teatime Church.  
Prayers for guidance regarding Eco Church and how we respond as a Church to climate 
Change 
 
Empingham 
We give thanks for extra families coming along to to the Toddler Group. 
We pray for members who are struggling with their health at the moment. 
We give thanks for refreshing holidays during the summers months. 
 
Ketton 
Ketton continues to mourn the loss of our dear friend John Downes…a faithful Disciple to 
all within our Circuit throughout his life, and in the wider community. We thank God for the 
gift of his life among us and for the many he brought to faith with such caring, gentle       
humility. 
We pray for all who are concerned and worried for others at this time; and for all who are 
struggling with pain and mobility. We ask and pray for the strength, peace and comfort that 
You alone can give Lord.  
As the days of summer lengthen, and we are surrounded by so much beauty, may we rejoice 
in your creation and give Thanks for your abundant love. 
 

Oakham 
I am writing  this at the end of Christian Aid Week when the theme has been the             
Faithfulness of God – and our faithful action to share joy, grow hope and fight hunger. 
So, dear Lord we thank you for your faithfulness.  For those serving you where there is   
hunger, homelessness, fear, and much more.  Thank you for those in our church family 
looking out for, and meeting needs of many sorts.   
We have been celebrating long lives in the 90 year olds!  They are still able to be active and 
to give much.  We thank you for them.   
We pray for those who are in younger generations, but with many responsibilities, often   
trying to meet needs of both children and parents.   
We pray for those who are coping with    illness, for our carers, and those who grieve. 
There is change coming in our Oakham church.  New church links.  People moving away, 
people less able to carry out roles that have been theirs previously, and people stepping up 
to fill gaps and take on new roles. 
Please be with all those who are encountering change.  May they be assured of your love, 
your guidance, and your strength.  May they have the courage, and trust in you, to meet new 

situations and responsibilities.  May they remember that you are their faithful God. 
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3Generate is the Methodist Church in Britain's annual youth assembly, taking 
place every October at the NEC in Birmingham.  

Children and young people from ages 8-18 from across the Connexion come        
together for a weekend jam-packed with faith, fun and worship.  

 
The 2026 event takes place over the weekend 2nd-4th October. 

The Circuit is currently exploring options for supporting this event, so if you are    
interested in attending, please email our Operations Manager (Stu) 

at: stamfordcircuit.opsmgr@gmail.com 

mailto:stamfordcircuit.opsmgr@gmail.com

